
A Warm Welcome to West End
	 Welcome to West End United Methodist Church! We seek to be the loving light of Christ in 
Nashville and beyond. We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity. We welcome and 
celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender, race, sexual orientation, economic or 
family status, ethnicity, or mental or physical ability. We believe God loves everyone unconditionally!
	 Whether you are searching for a spiritual home, or just visiting with family and friends, we hope 
that your heart will be uplifted today. Please take a moment to fill out the attendance pad as it is passed 
down the aisle, so we can have a record of your presence with us today.
	 Becoming A Part Of West End - New Member Sunday is usually the fourth Sunday of each 
month. If you would like to join West End, please indicate your desire by checking interested in 
membership on the attendance pad.
	 Finding A Sunday Morning Class - We have Sunday Morning Classes at West End for all ages. 
To find a class that’s right for you, visit the Welcome Center in Reed Hall or check out a listing of adult 
classes online at westendumc.org/smc. 
	 Ways To Give - West End UMC depends on your generous gifts to continue to take part in God’s 
work in this community and around the world. There are several ways to give at West End in addition 
to the offering plate that is passed during our service. 
	 w Online at westendumc.org/give
	 w Text “Give” to 615-697-4010 to set up text giving

Making Room For More During Advent and Christmas
	 Alternate Parking - Please help make room for our guests! West End attenders are invited to park 
at the Caterpillar garage and walk over to worship. The garage can be accessed off Louise Avenue on 
Hayes Street. Use the intercom to tell the guard that you are with West End UMC. Following worship, 
you will re-enter the garage via the pedestrian door on Hayes Street using the intercom.
	 Make Room In The Pews - We are expecting a large number of worshipers and want to have a seat 
for everyone. Please use the coat racks in the breezeway and Reed Hall or put your jackets behind you. 
Purses and backpacks should go in your lap or underneath your seat.

Candlelighting Service
	 Sunday, December 15 w 5:30 p.m. w Sanctuary - The Candlelighting Service is a long time West 
End tradition featuring all the singing choirs and all the handbell choirs. At 5:10 p.m., the handbell 
choirs begin ringing carols with the service beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The service retells 
the Christmas story through scripture, from the prophecy to the birth, with carols being sung by the 
choirs and congregation. The service ends with lighting of candles and singing of Silent Night. It is a 
very meaningful way to celebrate the Christmas season by focusing on the birth of the Christ-child and 
the implication it has on our lives today. Early arrival is encouraged as this service fills up quickly.

Share the Gift Mission Markets
	 Last Day to Shop - The 2019 Advent Missions Market will be bigger than ever! Featuring the 
vendors you love from years past and some new vendors, we are expanding our footprint to include not 
just Reed Hall, but also the Bishop’s Parlor and the Library. 

The Polar Express - Family Movie Night
	 Wednesday, December 18 w 6 p.m. w Theater - Children and their families are invited to a 
special screening of “The Polar Express” at 6pm on Wednesday, December 18 in the 4th Story Theater. 
Come see this beloved family movie in your best Christmas PJ’s. Bring a blanket and snuggle-up on 
the padded stage in front of a huge widescreen with full surround sound.  Fresh popcorn and holiday 
cookies will be served.  Admission is free. Childcare will be provided for those too young to attend at 
no charge, but prior registration is required.  To register for childcare, please contact John McGuire at 
4thstory@westendumc.org. Movie runtime is 1h 40m.

Service of the Longest Night
	 Wednesday, December 18 w 6:30 p.m. w Sanctuary  -  On December 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary, West End will hold a Service of the Longest Night.  In the midst of the darkest time of the 
year, this service provides space for those who may be struggling during the holiday season.  We will 
gather together to hear words from Scripture, sing hymns, light candles, and there will be opportunities 
to receive prayer, Communion, and anointing with oil.  This service of healing and hope is open to 
anyone in the community.  Even if you are not experiencing a difficult season yourself, you are invited 
to come and pray for those who are as we claim the promise of Emmanuel, that God is with us.

OEF Christmas Outing: Skate on Over
	 Friday, December 20 w 4 - 5 p.m. - Gather your gloves, lace up your skates, and grab a jacket as 
you join the Older Elementary Fellowship (Grades 4 - 6) for a fun December outing to the Centennial 
Ice Sportsplex at Centennial Park on December 20, from 4 – 5:30 p.m. The cost is $8 per person 
for children under 12 years old and $9 for ages 13 and up. Bring money to pay when you arrive!  
Chaperones are needed to join us.
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4th Story Theater Nativities
	 Sundays and Wednesdays during Advent  w 4th Story Theater - During the season of Advent 
on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., an impressive array of 
nativities will be on display in the 4th Story Theater Lobby.  The Drama and Visual Arts Ministry invite 
you to come take a self-guided tour of creches from around the world, old and new, and in all shapes 
and sizes. Members of our West End UMC community have generously loaned their precious nativity 
sets for this popular installation.  

Family Christmas Eve Service
	 Tuesday, December 24 w 4 p.m. w Sanctuary - All ages of children are invited to participate in 
our Family Christmas Eve Worship Service on December 24 at 4 p.m.  Children will be invited to be 
worship leaders and readers.  Older elementary children will read the scripture and tell the Christmas 
story with any children who want to dress in costume to provide a visual image of the scripture.  
Children can choose to be a shepherd, a Wise One, one of the animals, or an angel.
	 Children who wish to dress in costumes should come to the 4th floor theater lobby between 3:15 
and 3:45 p.m. to choose their costume. Costumes will be laid out on tables or hanging on clothing racks 
by category.  Children will sit with their families until it is time to come forward to the chancel area for 
the Proclamation of the Word.  All children in costume or not will be invited to come forward.
	 After the story and a brief children’s sermon, children will return to their seats for the rest of 
the service.  Families are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary (kids in costume and all) for Holy 
Communion.  Following the service, costumes should be returned to the 4th floor theater lobby.

Traditional Christmas Eve Service
	 Tuesday, December 24 w 10:30 p.m. w Sanctuary - With the sacrament of Holy Communion 
and music of the choirs, this traditional service is one of the highlights of our West End worship, 
celebrating Christ’s birth as a gift for all time. An organ prelude of Christmas music begins at 10 p.m. 
and the service begins at 10:30 p.m.

Volunteers Needed Christmas Eve
	 Our Communion Coordinator, Ann Davis, is looking for “behind the scenes” volunteer help for 
the 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service. If you are able to help this Christmas Eve or have questions, 
please reach out to Ann at 615.476.3342 (text or call) or annie5957@aol.com.

One Worship Service on December 29
	 There will be one worship service at 11 a.m. on Sunday, December 29. There will also be no 
children or youth Sunday School and adult classes will decide if they meet or not. Childcare will be 
available from birth to age 5 during the service.

New Year’s Eve Taizé Service
	 Experience the beauty and peace of Taizé worship around the labyrinth in the 4th Story Theater 
this December 31. Before you go to “party hearty” or have a quiet evening at home, come to let go of 
the burdens of 2019 and enter 2020 with renewed hope and peace. Opportunity is offered for individual 
prayers and anointing for healing. The service begins at 6:30 pm. The Taizé Team will welcome you with 
beautiful music and warm smiles.

Membership Class
	 Interested in Joining West End?  Our next Membership Class will begin on January 12, 2020 at 
9:45 a.m. in McWhirter Hall. The class will run for four weeks. No registration required. For more 
information, contact Rev. Erin Racine at eracine@westendumc.org or 615.321.8500, x8838.
 
New Altar Flower Coordinators
	 Starting in January, Allison Wills Brooks and Jamie Flick will be taking over the coordination of the 
altar flowers. Over the past couple of years, Ellen Koonce and Laura Riley have done a wonderful job 
coordinating, and we appreciate all of their hard work! Currently, we are in need of someone to donate 
flowers 2/2 and 2/23. If you are interested in donating flowers for these February dates or any other 
dates in 2020, please contact Allison and Jamie at weumcflowers@gmail.com.
 
2019 Year-End Contributions
	 There are several ways you can give. Log on to westendumc.org/give to make a contribution online, 
and of course, you can always drop a check in the offering plate or in the mail. If it is delivered by hand 
or postmarked by December 31, you can include that as a contribution on your tax return for 2019. The 
church office will be open until 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31 if you wish to bring your gift by in 
person. Some people choose to give the church appreciated securities as a means of avoiding personal 
capital gains tax, and making a contribution to their church at the same time. To make a contribution of 
stock, contact Cindy Siemer at csiemer@westednumc.org or 615.321.8500.

November Financials for West End UMC
	 November	 Actual YTD	 Budget YTD	 Difference YTD
Pledged Giving	 251,431	 1,553,582	 1,511,942	 41,640
Non-Pledged Giving	 27,666	 305,527	 304,214	 1,313
Other	 5,860	 114,494	 120,573	 (6,079)
Total	 284,957	 1,973,603	 1,936,729	 36,874

Prayer Requests and Concerns
Dot Byassee	 David Kinnard	 Skip Malone	 Barbara Cragg		 Noel McIntyre	 Price Taylor
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